
F.O.R. Kids 
Parent Teacher Organization Meeting Minutes 
October 20, 2015 
6:30pm 
Meeting held at Sherman Station Banquet Hall 
 
 
Attendance (10):  Laura Meyer, Kim Eberhardt, Janice Mitchell, Laura Koepp, Lisa 
Masslich, Ann Averill, Laurie Lundgren, Holly Ternes, Tracy Schoneman, Carrie 
Rydzewski 
  
Meeting minutes were passed around. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – A Treasurer’s report was passed around by Laura.  This is our first 
report in a while since Laura just took on the position of Treasurer.  We will keep a 
separate subaccount for Color Run, Fun Fair, and Spiritwear so we can see what our 
profit is.  There are separate sheets within the master worksheet for these subaccounts.  
Laura is still in the process of figuring out what subaccounts all the deposits from the 
last couple of months should go into so the numbers on the reports may be adjusted 
somewhat. 
 
Bounced Check – A donation check from the Color Run bounced.  We agreed that we 
should send the family who wrote the check a letter and notify them that the check 
bounced, Laura agreed to do this.  As a group we should set a precedent.  It was 
agreed that for any bounced checks we would send a letter to notify the issuer, for any 
checks totaling more than $25 we will pursue beyond the initial notification letter.   
 
Insurance – We received a bill for insurance for the next year.  It was discussed whether 
we needed insurance or not.  As a non-profit, we have some coverage from the state.  
Laura is going to follow up with the insurance company to see what is covered.    We 
will discuss further at next meeting.   
 
Red Ribbon Week – Amber Harrigan mentioned to Holly that they received a grant so 
they will not be requesting funds from us for Elementary’s Red Ribbon Week 
celebration. 
 
Sweetest Day – Holly gave out candy bars to the teachers in the Elementary conference 
room as a small token of appreciation for all they do.  The group thanked Holly for 
acting on our behalf. 
 
November Movie Night – Laura and Holly are planning a movie night for Friday, 
November 20 for grades 1 thru 4.  We discussed how it is deer hunting season and 
maybe we could have the kids wear camouflage and have a deer hunting theme to our 
movie night.  We could play the movie Open Season.  We will need a few extra hands 
to help monitor kids, setup, and cleanup.  Carrie will put them on the website.  Laura 



mentioned that she has 200 leftover bottles of water from Color Run that we could use 
for movie night. 
 
Christmas Dinner Fundraiser – Laurie discussed a fundraiser being done by Bella Musik 
and Sherman Station to help local families in need over the holidays.   It entails a 
Christmas music show and buffet style dinner with turkey and ham.  She is asking for 
our help promoting and selling tickets.  The tickets sell for $15 each.  The cost of a 
dinner will be $7.50 so the rest will go to the families in need.  We can fit 200 people in 
the Sherman Station Banquet Hall, which means that we can sell a maximum of 200 
tickets.  The date is Saturday, December 5 from 6pm to 9pm.   The funds raised will be 
distributed to local families in need by the school district.  The families will receive gift 
cards for food.  It was suggested to have the tickets available to purchase at local 
businesses like Doegnitz Hardware, Burmesch’s, Harris Bank and Sherman Station.  
We could share the event from Bella Musik’s facebook page on our page and our 
website.  She will need help decorating the banquet hall for Christmas, promoting the 
event, selling tickets, and getting desserts.  Laura will check with Costco to see if they 
would donate pies.  
 
Fun Fair – Lisa informed us that the Fun Fair is going to be held on Friday, May 6.  Lisa 
started soliciting donations but something is going on with our tax id number and we 
need to figure that out.  Last year there was a big rush to get everything setup, so we 
might want to start a little earlier in the day with setup.  Lisa would like to get more 
volunteers and would like to designate some chairpeople to handle a few things, see list 
below for specific chair opportunities.  Lisa is thinking about having a food truck to ease 
our volunteer load so that we can use our manpower somewhere else.  Someone 
suggested having the grill project in the high school do the food.  It was suggested to 
check with Tello’s to see what they might be willing to offer, they are always so 
generous with supporting the community.  It was suggested that Old Wisconsin might 
be willing to donate hot dogs.  Discussion took place regarding hiring the Balloon Lady 
and using a photographer.  Perhaps we could ask Eustacia Harmelink, who did such a 
nice job at the Color Run to see if she would be willing to run the photo booth, Tracy has 
the supplies for a photo booth and we could setup a shutterfly page to post the pictures 
to.  Lisa would like to have a magician, she has contacted one that costs $250.  He 
could do 3, 20 minute shows in the music room.  National Honor Society volunteers 
didn’t go over so well last year.  Lisa was promised 20 volunteers and she got 3 
volunteers.  We seemed to have more middle school volunteers than high school 
volunteers, but it got a little out of hand with kids just being handed tickets instead of 
earning them. 
 

Fun Fair Chairpersons are needed for: 
 
Games --  
Raffle Prizes -- ? 
Baskets Chair – Holly Ternes volunteered 
Hot Dog cart – Ann Averill volunteered 
Local donations – Kim Eberhardt volunteered 



 
 

Spiritwear – Kim gave us an update on Spiritwear.  Blankets are one of the new items, 
they are fleece and cost $16 each.  She is running out of items in stock (down to 10 
items), with the exception of the blue tie-dyed F.O.R. Kids shirts.  A suggestion was 
made that we have color pictures of the items for sale.  Kim will place another order so 
that items are delivered in time for Christmas gifts, The due date of Wednesday, 
November 24 was set.  We have to include Ram Care in our emails, since they do not 
receive notifications from the school office.  At our next meeting we will discuss how 
much inventory to keep.   
 
Color-a-thon – Our total profit is very close to $5,000.  We had a 134 runners/walkers.  
55 of them were walk up registrants.  We would like to see more adults participate.  It 
might have been confusing that the F.O.R. Kids logo was on our promotional material 
as some people may have thought the event was just for kids.  We used the Chip 
Shoppe/Color-a-thon fundraising company this year, their fee was 30% of our 
registration money.  Next year they are raising their fee to 50% so as a result, we are 
planning to run this event on our own next year, one thing we will have to work out is 
taking credit card registration and donations.  Discussion took place about how 
interfering with soccer games was an obstacle in getting more participants, it was 
suggested that we start later in the day, but then that would interfere with Fun Fair.  It 
was suggested that maybe the soccer club could request with the YMCA that we work 
around this Saturday when scheduling games – maybe our games could be at 8:30am 
in Random or scheduled for later in the day, or have a bye on this Saturday.  The Color 
Run will be on Saturday, September 24, 2016.  Maybe we can promote during the 
Random Lake parade in July and have a float.   
 
Drug Awareness Event – We discussed hosting a drug awareness event later this year.  
Maybe we partner with another school or do it on our own.  We need to start educating 
our kids at our younger age.  Younger kids are curious, we tell them not to do drugs, but 
then they wonder, “what are drugs?” and “why do so many people do drugs if they are 
so bad?”.  It was mentioned that needles have been found in the park in Random Lake, 
in local church parking lots, and at the beach.  Some drug paraphernalia was even 
found at the high school track.  Perhaps we can pool our resources and do an event in 
the evening for parents.  Since we aren’t using funds for Red Ribbon week maybe we 
can use the money we would have spent there and the money raised from the Color-a-
thon to do a drug awareness event.  Similar events have started with a 911 call from a 
drug overdose, this always gets people’s attention.  Then they show a slideshow of kids 
who have passed from drug use with the kids names and a message “Forever 17”.  This 
is followed by a speech by people who have lost loved ones due to drugs.  We would 
work with the guidance counselors in all three schools.  We discussed if we wanted a 
day time event, what ages we would target, and do we want the community event and 
at what time of day to hold the event.  We should have bilingual materials to send home 
with families and some similar events even send toolkits home with the kids.  We need 
to plan some follow up so that resources are available for kids the next day who realize 
there is a problem at home that they want to talk about or they know of a friend who is 



using.  Tracy will head the committee and will start with a meeting with school 
counselors.   Carrie volunteered to help where needed.    It was suggested that perhaps 
March would be an appropriate time and the event could be in the high school 
auditorium. 
 
Recruiter – We should think about how to recruit parents of younger students so that the 
group continues to flourish.  Maybe we can do a buddy night at our next meeting and 
encourage everyone to bring someone new to the meeting.   One thing we can do is 
invite all the room parent volunteers. 
 
Student Directory – We didn’t get a great response to the online form for the directory.  
The list of what information was received was compiled and distributed at the very 
beginning of October.  Carrie will make a second attempt towards the middle of the 
school year to see if more people responded. 
 
Box Tops – Janice is going to send in the Box Tops and we will get about $800.  Janice 
is frustrated with the big job of cutting and counting.  Maybe we can host another 
cutting/counting event or maybe high school students who need volunteer hours could 
help.  This is a big job and the group thanks Janice for her time. 
 
Cookies and Canvases – An idea for a winter event is to host an elementary event 
where we could have a little fundraiser where the kids get to make the art and are 
served refreshments.  Like a wine and art event but for kids.  This will be discussed 
more at future meetings. 
 
Next Meeting is Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30pm at Sherman Station Banquet Hall. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by 
Carrie Rydzewski 


